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Walking through the botanical garden in early February, I was 
delighted to see a number of leafy plants thriving in spite of the 
winter’s cold. Though spring won’t really come to Ithaca until 
well after the vernal equinox, I took heart from these abundant 
signs that the growth cycle never stops.

Economic trends, though not as reliable as the change of  
seasons, also tend to follow patterns. As I write this, there are 
encouraging signs that the national economy is recovering, and 
that Cornell’s and Plantations’ financial health is improving.

Over the past year, we implemented a series of cost-saving  
actions at Plantations to balance our budget, while still remaining 
focused on our mission. Thanks to the efforts of our dedicated 
staff and a tremendous corps of volunteers, we have made  
considerable progress on our top priorities. To achieve the  
successes highlighted in this report, Plantations has also relied 
on many partners. In addition to the university administration  
and our colleagues in the College of Agriculture and Life  
Sciences, we have benefited greatly from private foundations,  
the State of New York, and Ithaca’s Discovery Trail. 

What I have found most gratifying though, is the continued  
generosity of Cornell’s devoted alumni and the many other  
donors who have sustained Plantations with their gifts. In a  
year when charitable giving declined for almost all of our peer 
universities and public gardens, our donors gave 11 percent 
more to Plantations!

In the year ahead, I am looking forward to celebrating our  
65th year with the opening of the Cornell Plantations Nevin  
Welcome Center next fall. With your involvement and support,  
I am confident that Plantations will continue growing forward 
as a progressive, sustainably oriented, and multi-dimensional 
public garden.

As Cornell  

Plantations grows  

forward, your  

support continues  

to sustain our gardens,  

natural areas,  

and educational  

programs.

Donald A. Rakow, The Elizabeth Newman Wilds Director, Cornell Plantations
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Progressive Education
n �New endowments established with generous gifts from long-time volunteers will provide permanent 

support for education programs. Betty Rowley established the Bente King Arts Enrichment Fund. Charlotte and 
Arthur Shull created the Raylene Ludgate Fund for Wildflower Explorations, and a fund for Plantations’ Youth 
Programs was established with a gift from the estate of Sue Battaglini.

n �Now in its 10th year, the Plantations Graduate Fellowship Program in Public Garden Leadership continues to 
produce talented and successful graduates. Recent alumni include Jessica Blohm ’08, interpretive specialist, 
New York Botanical Garden; Jonathan Landsman ’09, gardener, NYC Department of Parks & Recreation; Miriam 
Pinsker ’08, campaign manager, Morris Arboretum in Philadelphia; and Melanie Sifton ’09, director, Humber 
Arboretum and Centre for Urban Ecology in Toronto. 

In September 2009, Judy’s Day Journey the World Through Plants, our biennial family learning 

festival, drew more than 1,500 visitors to explore and experience plant traditions from around 

the world. Over 150 Cornell students and 270 volunteers from the campus and local community 

helped to organize and staff this popular event.

Collaborative Research
A grant from the Newman’s Own Foundation is funding 

our continued conservation efforts to restore local 

and regional populations of the rare American 

globeflower (Trollius laxus), in partnership with the 

Center for Plant Conservation.

n �Researchers from Cornell’s Department of Natural 
Resources are studying a new biocontrol agent to combat 
the hemlock wooly adelgid (HWA). In October 2009,  
extension associate Mark Whitmore released 300 
predatory beetles (Laricobius nigrinus) at our Edwards 
Lake Cliffs natural area. Our natural areas staff and 
volunteers are collaborating with Whitmore to monitor the 
beetles’ effectiveness in destroying the HWA infestation 
at this preserve. Many of Plantations’ natural areas are 
essential research sites that support Cornell’s academic 
and research mission.

n �The American Chestnut Foundation (TACF), whose mission 
is to develop and reforest eastern U.S. woodlands with 
blight-resistant chestnut trees, donated two Castanea 
dentata saplings to our chestnut collection.  Plantations 
horticulture staff will monitor their growth, evaluate their 
disease resistance, and share the findings with TACF. 

Completely redesigned with a large palette of perennials and new roses 

against a backdrop of flowering shrubs, the Martha Howell Young Flower 

Garden burst into exuberant bloom last summer. By reducing the number 

of tender annuals in this collection, the garden now better reflects our 

commitment to both sustainable gardening practices and improving our 

botanical collections.

Plant Diversity
n �With construction now complete on the lath house, new raised beds, and irrigation system at the Plant Production 

Facility, our horticulture staff now grow 100 percent of the annuals planted each year in the Robison Herb Garden, 
Pounder Heritage Vegetable Garden, Young Flower Garden, and the Class of 1953 Container Garden.  

n �Plantations’ landscape designer has been working closely with our Collections and Design Committee (including 
faculty and local landscape architects) to develop the site plan for the botanical gardens surrounding the Nevin 
Welcome Center. Our beautiful peonies will return to a larger perennial garden, and the international crops garden 
will be redesigned in a more ornamental fashion. As funding allows, these and other new gardens will be installed 
following completion of the new visitor center.

�
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Preserving Natural Areas
Our Natural Areas program played a lead role in developing new management plans for the campus 

gorges. Part of Cornell University’s Master Plan, these efforts will help to reinforce the significance 

of these unique natural areas, and guide appropriate use, protection, and management. 

n �Cornell University has provided an initial allocation of $500,000 toward the extensive work Plantations must 
undertake to repair the Cascadilla Gorge Trail. This new funding partnership acknowledges the importance  
of restoring the trail, which is one of the most often-used pedestrian thoroughfares by members of the  
Cornell community and local residents.

Growing Greener
�An experimental native lawn established last 

spring near the entrance to the Mundy Wildflower  

Garden flourished this year. Planted with a mix 

of low-growing grasses, sedges, and forbs, the 

3,000-sq. ft. site demonstrates that an attrac-

tive and resilient lawn can be created with  

native species that require significantly less  

water, fertilizer, pesticides, and mowing.

n �In keeping with our commitment to progressive collec-
tions management and sustainable operations, our staff 
is developing and implementing a new Invasive Species 
Policy. Guided by this code of conduct, we will no longer 
add known invasive plant species to the botanical garden 
or arboretum, and we are removing or containing plants 
within the collections that are recognized as invasives.

n �Plantations adheres to IPM (Integrated Pest Management) 
protocols to control greenhouse pests in our Plant Produc-
tion Facility. Regular scouting by our plant health care 
team ensures that pests are quickly identified and dealt 
with before an infestation occurs. We use beneficial 
insects and mites as biological controls in the green-
houses, supplemented by the judicious use of only those 
pesticides that pose a minimal risk to humans and our 
biocontrol agents.

Inspiring Visitor Experiences
n �In spring 2009, our construction crew built a beautiful set of stone steps to replace the deteriorating wooden 

staircase that leads from the Plant Production Facility to the Morgan Smith Trail and the east end of Newman 
Arboretum. The project was funded by a generous gift from Patricia DeCoursey, Class of 1954.

n �To improve visitor orientation in two of our most popular gardens, we created a new sign for the Robison Herb 
Garden, funded by the Auraca Herbarists. A new, expanded bloom board for the Mundy Wildflower Garden was 
funded by the Plantations Director’s Innovation Fund, a gift from L. John Wilkerson, Ph.D. 1970.
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�Construction began in August 2009 on the  

Cornell Plantations Brian C. Nevin Welcome  

Center. Slated to open in fall 2010, the new 

building will provide many long wished-for  

amenities for our visitors. Fully funded by gifts 

from alumni and friends, the building is named 

in memory of Brian Nevin, Class of 1950, at the  

request of his business partner and the lead  

donor, C. Sherwood “Woody” Southwick.



Tower Club ($5,000+)
Marilyn G. and Robert S. Abrams

Elaine M. and John E. Alexander

John A. and Laura T. Almquist

Anonymous

Donald Barnes

Henry E. and Nancy H. Bartels

Estate of Susan Battaglini

Peter and Ruth Z. Bleyler

Estate of Lucile Calvert

Robert C. Camp Sr. and  

   Marjorie Smart

Loren and Thomas B. Colbert

Estate of Patricia L. Collins

Anne D. Cowie

Robert A. and Vanne S. Cowie

Madolyn M. and Glenn T. Dallas

Norma J. Edsall

Jane V. Engel

Francille F. and John D. Firebaugh

Estate of Douglas B. Fitchen

Kay and William C. Foard

John H. Foote Jr.

Inger M. and John J. Gilbert Jr

William F. Gratz and Jay Bruno

C. Daniel Groth

Susan U. Halpern

Torrence C. Harder

Peter Harriott

Ellen S. and Richard L. Haynes

Anita and Jay D. Hyman

Cathleen Hull and Neil S. Janovic

Gordon E. and Thelma P. Jones

Nancy V. Jones

Brit L. and L. William Kay II

Estate of Margaret F. Knox

Lee V. and Steven Laden

Florence P. and Howard K. Loomis

Anne G. and Ed McLaughlin

Diane Baillet Meakem and  

   John J. Meakem Jr.

Sonya Monosoff Pancaldo

Marcia S. and Thomas E. Morton

J. Ann Newman

Janet and Richard W. Newman

Newman’s Own Foundation

New York State Arborists  

   Association

Barbara Goldman Novick  

   and Barry Novick

Virginia Panzer and  

   Harold Wiener

Dorothy D. Park

Roy H. and Tetlow P. Park Jr.

Park Foundation Inc.

Estate of Barbara B. Payne

Daniel L. and Jean W. Pope

Gilbert F. and Ingrid B. Rankin Jr.

Frank H. T. and Rosa C. Rhodes 

Barbara Rissmeyer

Carolyn H. Rogers

Robert A. Rosevear

Elizabeth E. and Jean F. Rowley

Kristen Rupert

Cornelia Saltus and  

   John H. Smith

Carolyn Sampson

Saquish Foundation

Nancy and Nelson Schaenen Jr.

Diane and Richard A. Shafer

Arthur and Charlotte A. Shull

Sirus Fund

Estate of C. Sherwood Southwick Jr.

James D. and Patricia G. Stocker

Ann Kwok and Martin Y. Tang

The American Chestnut  

   Foundation

Giorgios L. and  

   Robin Snyder Vlamis

Mary Clare C. Ward

Bonnie and John M. Werly

Estate of Kathryn A. Yohn

Plantations Sponsors 
Quadrangle Club 
($1,000–$4,999)
Robert H. Abrams

Phyllis L. Allen

Auraca Herbarists

Maria Bachich

Dorothy W. and Philip D. Bartlett

Susan K. Basile

Douglas J. Bates

Nancy and William M. Bellamy

Madeleine Miller Bennett 

James R. and Karin Billings 

Benjamin P. and Sandra Bole III

Kathryn K. and Sean M. Bolks

David A. Brittenham and  

   Carolyn Summers

John E. Butler

Richard C. and Marie R. Call

Charles and Kathy Camisa

George L. and  

   Deborah L. Chapman

Donald D. Christiansen

Dale R. and Nellie G. Corson

Cassin W. and Jean L. Craig

Linda E. Craugh

Susan P. and William H. Day

Patricia J. DeCoursey 

Bonnie K. DeLaMater

Irving Drantch 

David R. and Peggy A. Dunlop

Theodore H. Eiben 

Andrew and Stacy L. Eisner

Jennifer M. Engel and  

   Lawrence P. Young

Erica and Howard E. Evans

Elizabeth A. Fillo and  

   Chris Coucill

D. Wayne and  

   Maralyn W. Fleming 

Nancy M. and Samuel C. Fleming

Raymond T. Fox

Thomas F. Fricke

Bettina M. Frost

Mary Elizabeth and  

   Thomas B. Gill

Joan A. and Paul H. Gillen

Estate of Helen L. Gillmeister

Michael Giuli 

Andrea E. Glanz and  

   James H. Irish

Carl F. and Jean L. Gortzig

Fairfax M. and  

   Frederick C. Gouldin

Bradley R. and Mary M. Grainger

Karen A. Gryson

Constance C. and  

   Richard A. Haggard

Ernest E. and Jane E. Hardy 

Nellie T. Hay

Margo Hebald and Leon F. Embry 

Peter and Susan A. Henry

Vincent L. Herman

Kenneth H. and Suzanne Hershey

Henrietta P. and Joel Hillman II

Linda R. Hoch

Elizabeth M. and John K. Howell

Judy S. and Robert A. Huret

Jeremy E. Johnson

Paul S. Jones

Anne C. and David O. Jordan

Kanders Foundation

Karen Rupert and  

   Thomas S. Keating 

Joan N. and Richard J. Keegan

Estate of Laura W. Kephart

Joseph S. Kulik

Roman Kulik

Carol M. and John L. Lawes

Beverly E. and Joseph V. Libretti

J. Roland Lieber

Dianne F. and Martin H. Lustig

Lucy R. Masterman

Colleen A. McCormick

Fred W. and  

   Elizabeth C. McLafferty

Wayne P. Merkelson and  

   Nancy Roistacher

Jon C. Minikes and  

   Susan E. Backstrom

Anne S. and Keith Moffat 

Sue R. and William F. Morrill

Charlotte and Lewis W. Morse

Carol W. and Charles J. Mund

Martha Nakamura

Marian P. Nease

Herbert and  

   Stephanie G. Neuman

Carolyn C. and John L. Neuman

Larry B. and Susan Newman

Robert D. and Michelle Novo

Antoinette H. and  

   James N. Ottobre

Edwin B. and Mary Ann Oyer

Janice Parsons

Hans J. Pfister

William W. Pinchbeck

Joanne S. and Richard M. Pirret

Robert A. Ramin and  

   Denise DeConcini

George D. Rautenberg

Nancy L. and Philip R. Reilly

Joan and Walter J. Relihan Jr.

Thomas F. Richardson

Lori S. and Ronald Rizzo

Ann F. and Lewis S. Roscoe

Alan N. and Geraldine Schechter

Herman R. and  

   Winnifred C. Schenkel Jr.

Mary H. and William Schmidt 

Margaret A. Schroeder

Carl J. Schwarzer

Anne M. and Robert W. Shaw Jr

Francis G. Shepardson

Frederick V. and Jean C. Siefke

Elizabeth M. and Leonard Slutz

Edward H. and Janet R. Smith 

Eric N. and Mary C. Smith 

James T. and Judith L. Snow

Jaclyn A. Spear

John F. and Shirley J. Spencer 

Arthur H. and  

   Catherine D. Steffen Jr

Robert C. Stevens

Barbara B. and Harold Stewart

Patricia Carry Stewart

Gladys L. Stifel

Peter B. Stifel 

Jeanne H. and John A. Talbourdet 

Edward A. and Nancy Ten-Eyck 

Charles H. and  

   Nancy M. Trautmann 

Phyllis S. and  

   William J. Tuddenham

Alice and Jack Van de Wetering

Katharine R. and  

   William A. Van Wie

Heber Vellon and Susan J. Lacey

Herb B. and Jean Voelcker

Jane A. Wait

Dorothea C. and E. Terry Warren

Jane S. and Peter J. Warter 

David A. Weinstein and  

   Christina Stark 

Stefani W. and Steven R. Weiss 

Bernard and Joyce L. West

Erma N. Wiggin

Sally W. Williams

Gertrude K. and  

   Theodore W. Winsberg

Charter Society  
($500–$999)
Arlie W. and Douglas W. Anderson

John W. and Suzanne B. Andrews

Peter Arden

Donald G. and  

   Dorothy R. Armstrong 

Robert and Sandra S. Armstrong III

Thank you 
Your gifts ensure the continued growth 

of Plantations as a vital resource for 

teaching and research, a leader among 

public gardens, and a place that inspires 

everyone who walks our paths.
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Financial Report 2009
Income

n Endowments	 $1,701,871	 57.5%
n Gifts - Unrestricted	 $411,931	 13.9%
n Gifts - Designated & Restricted	 $439,404	 14.9%
n Cornell Endowed	 $239,755	 8.1%
n Visitor Info Center/Gift Shop	 $37,263	 1.3%
n  Education Programs	 $16,222	 0.5%
n Grants	 $104,895	 3.5%
n Miscellaneous	 $6,555	 0.2%

Total Operating Income	 $2,957,896

Expenses

n Collections	 $1,314,400	 44.4% 
n Education Program	 $509,790	 17.2%
n Visitor Resource Center	 $65,274	 2.2%
n Publications/Communications	 $91,183	 3.1%
n Special Projects	 $118,680	 4.0%
n Development/External Relations	 $130,390	 4.4%
n Facilities & Equipment	 $308,948	 10.4%
n Administration & Business	 $315,351	 10.7%
n Transferred (to)/from Holding Accts	 $103,880 	 3.5%

Total Operating Expenses	  $2,957,896

Fiscal Year July 1, 2008 - June 30, 2009



Richard A. and  

   Sandra B. Auerbach 

Gary M. and Judith S. Baum

Bruce A. Beesley 

Elan J. Benamy

Marilyn B. and  

   Marshall E. Bernstein

Robert S. and  

   Winifred Y. Blacklow 

James M. and  

  Sandra P. Blackwood

Margaret N. Bliss

Jacqueline P. Bower

John J. and Mary S. Brennan

Alice J. Brown

Thomas R. Bruce 

James J. and Terry R. Brynes

Jay E. Cantor

Arnold J. and Gerta S. Cogan

Jeffrey T. and Susan E. Cook

Peter A. and Rhoda Curtiss

Anna Jean and William W. Cushwa 

Nancy J. and William R. DeCou

Carolyn and  

   Christopher S. Demtrak

Shirley B. Fallon 

Jerry A. and Nancy Frost 

Marianne Goldsmith

Frances S. Gotcsik

Paul J. and Shirley A. Gruber

David L. and  

   Suzanne B. Grumman Jr.

Alfred C. Hamilton III and  

   Diana L. Wainrib

David J. and Pauline N. Harding

Betta E. and James H. Hedlund 

Florence M. Higgins and  

   John A. Lebens

Carrie A. and Richard W. Higgins

Mary F. Hirshfeld

Lois L. and Robert J. Hubsmith

Ronald A. Linton 

M. Jane Manniello

Mary B. and Peter L. Marks

Bernard Mayrsohn

Alan and Ann S. McAdams

James A. and  

   Susan McCullough Jr.

James R. and Betty Mitscher

Denise and Michael E. Moore

Charlotte S. Moore

Lester R. and Sue Gubin Morss

Joseph A. and Patricia J. Neafsey

Duane A. Neil

Cheryl A. and Stephen E. Newton 

Robert A. Olmsted and  

   Pauline Weiner

Lillian B. and  

   Robert G. Panagulias

Dorothy and Lloyd E. Parrill

Mary M. and Seeley M. Phillips 

Charles D. and Karen Phlegar 

David C. Povenski

Donald A. and Sue Rakow 

Frank P. and  

    Jeannine B. Robertson 

Doris R. and Stanley B. Rosen

John E. Rupert

David L. Russo and  

   Mary G. Gearns

Marie and William R. Schneider

George T. and  

   Roberta G. Schneider

Brooke and Kari Schumm III

Matteson M. and Kathleen R. Scott

Joan Siedenburg

Catherine Smith 

Jonathan F. and  Laura S. Soule

Bert O. and Patricia M. Sullivan

Leslie C. and Linda M. Vinney

Gray Hodges and  

   Paul M. Wexelblat

Marjorie and Milton Zaitlin

Jerome M. Ziegler 

Michael S. Zonnevylle
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To conserve resources, we have reduced the 

size of this report and regret that space does 

not allow us to include the names of all of our 

members and donors. This list recognizes 

donors who made gifts of $500 or more to  

Cornell Plantations between July 1, 2008, 

and December 31, 2009. We have made  

every effort to ensure the accuracy of this  

information. Please contact Beth Anderson at  

607-254-4727 or eaf3@cornell.edu regarding 

any concerns.


